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Our view: Why voting matters

W

ith the upcoming election, we want to affirm the importance
of voting, as well as the role of young people in elections.
We have interviewed local, state and federal candidates and
asked them questions pertinent to college students. Our hope is that students will learn something from our interviews and be encouraged to get
themselves and their peers to the voting booth on Tuesday Nov. 3.
We also want to affirm that voting is an essential part of civic engagement. During his speech at Gettysburg, Abraham Lincoln said our system
of governance is “of the people, by the people, and for the people.”
In order to maintain a government that is representative of the people,
the people must vote.
According to The United States Census Bureau, voter turnout among
those aged 18-29 was the highest it had been in several decades during
the 2018 election. In 2014, the number of eligible voters aged 18-29
who went to the polls was just 20%. Four years later, during the 2018
midterms, that number jumped to 36%. The census bureau said it was the

largest percentage point increase of any group.
While this is definitely progress, it’s important to note that this means
nearly two thirds of eligible voters in that critical age category did not
vote.
Voters aged 18-29 are some of the most vulnerable when it comes to
unemployment, student loan challenges and healthcare. By engaging in
voter participation, they are ensuring they have a voice in issues that will
directly affect them long-term.
To that note, we also encourage students to pay close attention to their
state and local elections. Many, if not all, of the day-to-day challenges
young Americans face are determined by their local city governments.
Finally, we encourage the students at USU to engage in respectful,
productive discussion about civic issues whenever possible. Doing so
promotes education and participation in the electoral process.
We hope this guide helps all voters make informed decisions at the
ballot box on Nov. 3.

Interviews published here have been
edited for length and clarity.
Full interviews can be found at
usustatesman.com/2020-voters-guide

Cache County Clerk’s Office
179 N. Main, Suite 102, Logan
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

Hyrum City Office
60 W. Main, Hyrum
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

Park Community Center
90 S. 100 W., Richmond
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

USU Post Office
TSC First Floor
8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. M-F

Nibley City Office
455 W. 3200 S., Nibley
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

Smithfield City Office
96 S. Main, Smithfield
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

Logan City Office
290 N. 100 W., Logan
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

North Logan Library
475 East 2500 North, North Logan
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

Wellsville City Office
75 E. Main, Wellsville
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

Hyde Park City Office
113 E. Center, Hyde Park
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

Providence City Office
164 N. Gateway Dr., Providence
Drive-up drop box available 24/7

For more information about voting in Cache
County, visit cachecounty.org/elections

Regional Deadlines
Utah

Idaho

Registration deadlines
Online: Oct. 23
By mail: Received by Oct. 23

Registration deadlines
Online: Oct. 9
By mail: Postmarked by Oct. 9
In person: Oct. 9

Absentee ballot deadlines
Return by mail: Postmarked by Nov. 2
Return in person: Nov. 3 by 8:00 p.m.

Absentee ballot deadlines
Request: Oct. 23
Return by mail: Received by Nov. 3
Return in person: Nov. 3 by 8:00 p.m.

Early voting
Oct. 20 - Oct. 30, but dates and hours
may vary based on where you live

Early voting
Oct. 19 - Oct. 30, but dates and hours may
vary based on where you live

Additional information
You can also register and vote on
Election Day

Additional information
You can also register and vote on Election Day

voteinfo.utah.gov

idahovotes.gov

States where your ballot must be notarized
Missouri

Registration deadlines
Online: Oct. 7
By mail: Postmarked by Oct. 7
In person: Oct. 7
Absentee ballot deadlines
Request: Oct. 21
Return by mail: Received by Nov. 3 by 7:00
p.m.
Return in person: Nov. 3 by 7:00 p.m.
Early voting not offered
Notarizing your ballot
Ballot must be notarized. Visit the Registrar’s
office Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to get
your ballot signed off. You will need a valid
driver’s license.

www.sos.mo.gov/elections

Oklahoma

Mississippi

Registration deadlines
By mail: Postmarked by Oct. 9
In person: Oct. 9

Registration deadlines
By mail: Postmarked by Oct. 5
In person: Oct. 5

Absentee ballot deadlines
Request: Oct. 27 by 5:00 p.m.
Return by mail: Received by Nov. 3 by 7:00
p.m.
Return in person: Nov. 2 by close of business

Absentee ballot deadlines
Request: Nov. 2
Return by mail: Received by Nov. 3 by 7:00
p.m.

Early voting
Oct. 29 - Oct. 31, but dates and hours may
vary based on where you live
Notarizing your ballot
Ballot must be notarized. Visit the Registrar’s
office Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to get
your ballot signed off. You will need a valid
driver’s license.

www.ok.gov/elections

Early voting not offered
Notarizing your ballot
Ballot must be notarized. Visit the Registrar’s
office Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to get
your ballot signed off. You will need a valid
driver’s license.

www.sos.ms.gov/vote

Check Voter Registration @ www.vote.org

since 1902

STUDENT MEDIA

Student-run newspaper for Utah
State University since 1902.
Reporting online 24/7. Printed
weekly during the school year.
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photo@usustatesman.com
— —————
Klaus VanZanten
video manager
video@usustatesman.com
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Governor
Chris Peterson

Richard Whitney

Greg Duerden

Party: Democrat from Salt Lake City, Utah
Twitter Handle: @PetersonUtah
Campaign Website: petersonforutah.com

Party: Independent from Utah
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website: None listed

Party: Independent from Provo, Utah
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website: gregorycduerden.us

Peterson is a professor of business and law at the
University of Utah. He has served in the federal
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and worked
as a special advisor in the U.S. Department of Defense. Peterson was born and raised in West Valley
City and is a fifth generation Utahn.

Whitney is a United States Marine Corps veteran
and University of Utah graduate. He has dedicated
his life to working with at-risk youth and those in
special education. He is from Murray.

Duerden is a retired newspaperman and U.S. Air
Force veteran. He covered Utah politics for 40 years.
He lives in Provo.

What motivated you to run for office?
Well, you know, as I look around the state, I feel
that too many Utahns are being left behind and
that our policies are oftentimes directed towards
the benefit of privileged insiders and party elites,
and that we need to refocus our government on
listening to ordinary working people across the
state on things like access to health care, affordable education and public school funding. Also,
affordable housing and creating good jobs that
are not just jobs, but are actually careers that people can build on and also reasonable consumer
protections and safeguards in the marketplace.
And more recently, I think it’s very important that we
get this coronavirus crisis under control, get the virus
to stop spreading and get our economy back on track.
How well did Utah respond to Covid-19
and what do we need to do in the future?
Sadly, our government has not done a great job,
the public is doing a bit better. We have relatively
low fatality rates because our population is pretty
young in comparison to many other states and
we’re a little bit more fit and healthy than some
states. So that’s serving us well. But I see some
real challenges in the response of the federal and
the state government at the federal level.
There was some misleading information. There
see “Peterson” PAGE 14

What motivated you to run for office?
Well, the big thing, it’s more of the whole party
system that’s going on and playing that party
game. I didn’t want to be part of that, because I
see everything that’s going on as a people issue
and not a party issue. People are so diametrically
opposed to each other just because of the whole
party situation. I think it pretty much fouls up politics as a whole here in Utah. If you’re not Republican, pretty much you’re not going to really get in
and be able to do a whole lot, but if you’re a Democrat, then you’ve got the Republicans that don’t
like you just because you’re a Democrat and will
vote against you, just because you’re a Democrat,
regardless of the legislation. Plus, I’m big on the
voice of the people and through the last bunch of
propositions that we’ve had, we voted for every
single one of them, and yet the legislature decides
that the people really don’t know what they want.
They are going to propose and institute their own
answer to those without any kind of cooperative,
collaboration with the people.

What motivated you to run for office?
Well, I am the father of 18 children after three
marriages. I buried two wives. I have 73 grandchildren, and five great-grands, so my main motivation
is to make Utah a better place for my grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, and then COVID hit. The
unconstitutional nature of the COVID response had
added more vim and vigor to my campaign. I want
to correct the unconstitutional actions of Gov. Herbert and Spencer Cox, who I tag as “COVID Cox,”
because the constitution doesn’t allow for emergencies or exceptions. We have the right, the first
amendment right, for peaceful assembly in any size
groups. We have the right of freedom of worship at
any time, and the closing of the churches, the closing of the businesses, which is actually a violation
of the fifth amendment, of the US constitution and
the Utah State constitution. Article 1, section 1 provides both religious liberty and freedom of assembly. So, it’s important that they uphold their oath of
office to protect and defend the constitution of both
the US constitution and the state constitution. So
that’s why I am running.

How well did Utah respond to Covid-19
and what do we need to do in the future?
I don’t think we responded well enough and fast
enough. A lot of places went through the whole
two-week period, you know other countries, and
they were able to start ramping up their economies and get to a relative normal place. Whereas

How well did Utah respond to Covid-19
and what do we need to do in the future?
Well I would like to see, I live in Utah County, so
we’ve just gone from the yellow phase back to the
orange phase and have a county wide mask mandate.
The whole concept of government “doing things for
our good,” is a false narrative. Government is

see “Whitney” PAGE 14

see “Duerden” PAGE 15

Daniel Cottam

Spencer Cox

Party: Libertarian from Salt Lake City, Utah
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website: cottamforutah.org

Party: Republican from Fairview, Utah
Twitter Handle: @SpencerJCox
Campaign Website: votecox.com

Dr. Daniel Cottam is a Houston, Texas native. He
attended BYU before completing medical school
in Texas. He has performed hundreds of bariatric
surgeries. A strong advocate for the use of medical
marijuana, Cottam lives in the North Salt Lake
area with his family.

Cox is the Lt. Gov. of Utah and has served in Gov.
Gary Herbert’s administration since 2013. Cox also
served as a member of the Utah House of Representatives representing District 58. Cox, who graduated
from Utah State University before going to law
school, worked as a clerk for Federal District Judge
Ted Stewart. When Cox left Salt Lake City to move
back to Fairview, he became vice president of CentraCom, a rural telecommunications company. Cox
served on the Sanpete County Commission before
being elected to the Utah House of Representatives
in 2012. He currently lives in Fairview with his wife
Abby and their children.

What motivated your decision to run for
office?
I’m choosing to run on right now [because] I
really felt that the state’s response to the COVID
pandemic was really anemic. Even though I’m
not at an academic institution, I’m very active in
academic practice, so I’ve published a lot of papers
with these models and I realized that the state has
done a really poor job [with] this and a poor job of
representing freedom and education and I said, “I
need to get into this and let my voice be heard”.
How well did Utah respond to Covid-19
and what do we need to do in the future?
We’ve performed very well, but here’s the point:
we don’t really control COVID -COVID controls us.
I think the biggest problem people have missed
with the pandemic, is that the state government actions and the federal government actions all across
the entire world have had no impact on COVID.
We have been blaming the Republicans or blaming
the Democrats, but they really have not changed
the curves anywhere, and you can go look at the
curves. “They did this intervention, they did that
intervention”, the only thing that could possibly
change the curve is to get a vaccine. Maybe we’re
close to that and maybe we’re not, but beyond the
vaccine -and you don’t know if it’s going to work or

see “Cottam” PAGE 15

Due to some scheduling conflicts, the Statesman
was unable to interview the lieutenant governor.
However, information about his campaign can be
found at his website, votecox.com.

Interviewer

Chris Peterson

Kellie Christensen

Richard Whitney

Kalani Kelly

Greg Duerden

Taylor Cripe

Daniel Cottam

Michael Popa

Darren Parry

Darcy Ritchie

Blake Moore

Dara Lusk

Chris Wilson

Maren Boyer

Nancy Huntly

Alek Nelson

Mary DaSilva

William Bultez

Dan Johnson

Emily White

Lauren Abell

Jacob Nielson

Casey Snider

Alek Nelson

David Damschen

Online Survey

John Dougall

Online Survey

Candidate interviews are printed in the
order they will appear on the ballot as
determined by Utah Code 20A-6-305.
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U.S. House District 1
Darren Parry

Party: Democrat from Providence, Utah
Twitter Handle: @DarrenforUtah
Campaign Website: parryforutah.com
Parry serves as a Tribal Leader of the Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation, sits on
the Board of Directors for the American West
Heritage Center and teaches American Indian History at Utah State University.

Blake Moore

Party: Republican from Ogden, Utah
Twitter Handle: @ElectBlakeMoore
Campaign Website: electmoore.com
Moore is a principal with Cicero Group, a
management consulting firm. He has also
worked as a Foreign Service Officer for the
U.S. Department of State.

Utah is known for its soda shops, so what
is your go-to drink?
I’m not a big soda shop guy, but I love a cherry and Dr. Pepper. Yeah, that’s a vice for me.
How well do you think Utah has done in
responding to COVID-19? What do we
need to do in the future?
I thought the response at first was good.
They established a task force, got people in
there who know what they’re doing. And let
me tell you, to me, science matters. My wife
is a nurse of 34 years, and she’s a research
nurse. And lately, she’s been working on
COVID studies. So I’ve always trusted
science. Don’t trust the politicians, trust
science. I thought we started out well with
a plan. What really got me down, though, is
seeing the economy not doing as well. And
rightfully so, if you can’t go out because of
a pandemic, places are going to close. But I
think lately, decisions are being made more
from the political side, and not so much the
science side.
I think we started out well, but I don’t
think we’re doing as well now. And we saw
places that are anti-mask. Look, I wear a
mask to protect you. I love the people I see.
That’s why I wear a mask. The people that
say, “Well, the government’s not telling me

Utah is known for its soda shops. What is
your go-to drink?
I think it’s Fresca with a lime. And not
many people add the lime, so there’s some
uniqueness to it. It may be considered a little
boring — my wife likes the “dirty” sodas and
all of that.
How well do you think Utah has done in
responding to COVID-19 and what do you
think we need to do going forward?
I feel like Utah has done an exceptional job.
There’s been a lot of communication, and
in a time like this, I think we need to rely
on our government for communication. Our
politicians do not need to be experts, but we
need to be able to communicate direction as
much as possible.
We’ve held off on the enticement to do a full
shut down like some other states. I’m proud
we were able to balance that, and maintain
a strong economy coming out of this. We’re
not out of the woods, but we have the lowest
unemployment in the country, and that’s
because of the way we plan and prepare for
things.
An area I think we need to improve in is making sure we come together and recognizing
that people have different opinions. Masks
became very politicized and I wish we could

what to do.” Well, the government tells us
all the time what we can do. I can’t go into a
restaurant and smoke if I smoke. I can’t drive
drunk. I just think it’s common courtesy and
decency. And I think we’re failing today in
some ways, like when I see a political leader
not setting the example and wearing a mask
when we’re asked to. I think that’s the fastest
way to open things back up. I think we’re
getting a failing grade lately.
What plans do you have to address racial
justice and police reform issues?
When the founding fathers came up with the
Declaration of Independence and our Constitution, they said, “all men are created equal.”
And then I go well, wait a minute, “all men”?
Because in 1776 Black people weren’t “all.”
Native Americans weren’t included in “all.”
And when I do the Pledge of Allegiance, “and
justice for all” we’ve been saying that all
our lives, but [then] I think about what it
really says. Is there really justice for all? And
there’s not. The country started out already
excluding Black people, already excluding
people of color. And they’re still, to some
extent, excluding those two groups. And not
only those two groups but other marginalized
groups.
I had somebody say to me the other day,

have gotten out ahead of that. I want people
back at work. I want our kids back in school.
And masks can be helpful in that regard. We
need to encourage their use when appropriate. We don’t need to go overboard, but it
doesn’t need to become some pretentious issue. Ensuring public health, we can be smart
about whatever it takes to get our economy
roaring again.
There’s a balance there and I think we’ve
done as good as any state.
What plans do you have to address racial
justice and police reform issues?
I’ve been a consultant for every issue across
the board: education, healthcare, transportation — you name it. I have never met a professional who did not want to improve. So,
we have to recognize that our police force is
no different. I believe in a re-investment in
our police forces’ training. We need improved
funding and additional body cameras.
There is reform that needs to take place and
we need to be open to it. As far as accountability, transparency would be key. I can
talk about transparency in every industry. If
we had better transparency in pricing and
healthcare, we’d be able to solve a lot of
problems. Transparency, in my opinion, is
never something to shy away from, but we

“Well, you know, Black Lives Matter makes
me crazy. All lives matter.” And I just said,
“All lives will never matter until Black lives
matter.” It’d be like if you broke your arm,
went to the doctor and said, “Doctor, I’ve got
a broken arm, will you fix my broken arm?”
And he said, “Well, yeah, I see your broken
arm but, you know what, all your bones are
important. So I don’t want to hear about that.
All your bones are important.” And I’d say,
“Well, I know. But this is what needs attention.
This is what is hurting.” And so all lives will
never matter until Black lives matter and we
start getting away from the systemic racism
that has permeated our culture from 1776 to
today. We’re doing better, absolutely, we’re
doing better. But there is still a lot of work
to do. And to fight all the racial biases that
we have -- even I probably have a few -- and
until we recognize them and are willing to
have conversations about it and call people
out, the change is going to be slow coming.
So that is such an important topic to me, and
I am one that will always be inclusive. And I
am always going to fight for the person that’s
never had a voice. And that’s who I am. And
that’s what I’ll fight for in congress.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.

have to be able to recognize the facts.
I think if all sides can have an openness to
improvement, then we’ll see a lot of progress.
But this might be the most important part:
right now, we’re addressing the symptoms
and not the root cause. I was heartbroken
about George Floyd. I’m heartbroken at any
one of these situations that ever comes to
this point — but too high of a percentage
of Black Americans live in intergenerational
poverty. That is a correlation to crime. That
is a correlation to more instances with police
officers. If we can target that with better education, with criminal justice reform and by
ensuring all Americans can identify the cause
of intergenerational poverty. And that’s teen
pregnancy. That’s single-parent homes. If we
can shore that up we can help people move
out of that income situation because there is
a direct correlation between socioeconomic
status and crime.
If you had to condense your platform into
a tweet, what would it be?
We need to ensure Congress can mimic Utah
values. Balance budget. Strong economy.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.

Chris Wilson

Party: Republican from Logan, Utah
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website: chriswilsonutah.com
Wilson is a member of the Cache Valley
Chamber of Commerce Board of Governors.
He is the owner of Wilson Motor Company
in downtown Logan and president of the New
Car Dealers of Utah.

Nancy Huntly

Party: Democrat from River Heights, Utah
Twitter Handle: @NancyUTSenate25
Campaign Website: nancyhuntly.com
Huntly is a professor and scientist in the USU
Dept. of Biology and has managed several
large university projects. She has lived in the
western U.S. since 1977 and Utah since 2011.

Utah is known for its soda shops. What is
your go-to drink?
Fortunately, or unfortunately, my son and
many employees here got me on Swig. I
have been a half and half guy for probably
15 or 20 years. I go with half Coke and half
Diet Coke and I’ve been doing that type of
percentage for a number of years.
How well do you think Utah has done in
responding to COVID-19 and what do we
need to do in the future?
I think that mistakes were made. We have
to do a better job of being held accountable
for the money that is spent. We’ve got to be
efficient and effective and there’s a lot of
ways we weren’t, but then again, with what
they’re up against, I always hate to look
back and criticize. It was something nobody
saw coming and I gotta give them credit for
a lot of areas that they were able to secure.
Another thing we need to start doing is having any supply chains in Utah. We can’t rely
on China, we can’t rely on Russia or other
countries for these necessary supplies of personal protection equipment. We’ve got some
amazing small businesses in Utah that could
handle that. I think we would be much better
prepared. Like I said, I started that conversation with a number of industries. The Senate

Utah is known for its soda shops. What is
your go-to drink?
Well, I’m going to disappoint you, I must
have really simple taste. I like fizzy water.
Just plain old water, just plain old — maybe
with a little lemon flavor or lime flavor —
and some fizz. That works for me.
How well do you think Utah has done in
responding to COVID-19 and what do we
need to do in the future?
I think there have been both highs and lows.
But we haven’t done as well as we need to
do. At the initial response, I thought it was
pretty good, when we didn’t know what was
really coming at us and how it worked. We
had a pretty rapid slowdown and shutdown.
Let’s see what’s really goint to happen here
and use good guidance to avoid it. There
have been ups and downs since then, not all
of which are the fault of Utah or the State of
Utah. But, I don’t think we have successfully overcome this. The hydroxychloroquine
purchase was a low point, an early low point.
The arguing about health versus economy
was not good. The evolution of the argument
to be more about an acceptable balance,
with sort of health costs seen as coming
from both of those was better. I think the
biggest problem we have had is the failure

leadership, I talked with them probably in
the last couple months, and the Republican
leadership about some different things that
we can do better.
What plans do you have to address racial
justice and police reform issues?
Well, you know, that’s the issue that’s
affected our society. It’s really sad. I think
one of my big strong points is I’ll be able to
bring people together. Being at Wilson Motor
Company, I have some wonderful customers
and just wonderful people I look up to. Many
don’t agree with everything I do on political
policy and stuff, and I may not agree with
them, but we’re going to agree to disagree. I
think the thing we need to do is bring people
together and work on these issues. Inequality
is a big thing and it’s something that I’m going to work on. I’ve been fortunate if you’ve
been watching my campaign. I’ve been
able to help people immigrate here from
Africa and sponsor them coming over to this
country. They end up graduating. Just stating
that it has been a huge success story, one
that I was fortunate to be involved with. You
know equality is a big important issue and
one that I’m going to be working on. I think
public safety is a very important thing across
our country, and I appreciate those who serve

to cleave to good information when elected
leaders at various levels are speaking. There
are lots of things you don’t know about a
new disease or epidemic, but there are lots
of things we do know. We have very good
general guidance from public health about
pandemics, and we have allowed too much
bad information to be released by leaders,
which is really confusing, because the people
we are supposed to be able to trust tell us
very different things. I’m not criticizing the
change in what we know or the change
in the details of guidance, I am criticizing
saying things like, “COVID is a hoax,” or
“Rural areas don’t have to be concerned at
all about pandemic diseases,” or, “We know
COVID is no worse than the flu, it’s just the
flu, it’ll be gone in the Spring, we’ll have a
vaccine tomorrow.” So, if you look at actual
literature or presentations by people with
good medical knowledge of what’s going on,
or good public health knowledge, you know
immediately that those things are false. So,
we should not be putting false ideas on the
table. If we don’t know, we should let people
who do know speak.
What plans do you have to address racial
justice and police reform issues?
Racial justice is so hard, isn’t it? It’s just so

in law enforcement and also the firefighters
and paramedics. I think they do a wonderful
job. We need to do a better job of trying to
eliminate those individuals that are giving
their industry a bad name. I spent time
talking with our county sheriff about these
issues. Some issues they understand they can
improve on. Boy, now is not the time to start
defunding our Police Department. They work
extremely hard, and the overall majority of
them are great individuals and do a great job.
We need to recognize them, and I am looking
forward to working on actually increasing
funding for our public safety officers.
If you had to condense your platform into
a tweet, what would it be?
“It’s time to bring people together.”
That’s what I would try and do in solving complex problems. Yes, it’s disturbing. Stop looking
at what’s going across our country. We have got
to come together and really respect each others
political views and understand that it doesn’t
make somebody a bad person if they think differently. They might be a different skin color or
different religion or different sexual orientation.
You know, they’re still good people.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.

disappointing that 150 years after the Civil
War ends, 50 years after the Civil Rights
Movement and the Civil Rights Act in the
60’s, that we haven’t come farther than
we have. I am among the many that were
shocked by some of the things we saw earlier
this summer by a cold, calloused, calculated, observed killing of a person, which
was dreadful and seemed to be related to
race and poverty. I’m going to step to the
second issue first because I think we’re in
a place where we can really make progress
rapidly on that, and that was police reform.
So, I don’t think that defunding the police,
getting rid of the police is the right thing to
do. Some people doing bad things in one
field does not mean that everyone else does
that. That was an unfair overgeneralization.
Which was the same thing that caused the
problems that keep racial bigotry with us,
I think. But there seems to be enormous
political will in Utah right now, and actually
in America, to do something to stop the
incidences of police violence that we have.
Some of them — what we saw in June, in
Minneapolis, was the worst example of what
can happen. The ugliest side imaginable.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.
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Utah Constitutional Amendme

these amendments passed the Utah State Legislature and

Use Income & Property Tax
Revenue for Children and
Individuals with Disabilities

Legislator
Qualification Deadline

Remove
Slavery as Punishment

What would this amendment do?

What would this amendment do?

What would this amendment do?

This amendment allows a portion
of taxes collected from Income and
Property Tax to be used to support
children and individuals with disabilities. The Utah Constitution currently
allows this tax revenue to only fund
education.

This amendment does not change the
qualifications necessary for legislators.
This amendment is written to specify
that someone running for office should
meet those requirements by the time
they win their election or when they
are appointed, and not simply by the
time they are being sworn in.

This amendment removes any reference of slavery from the Utah Constitution. It repeals an exception to the
prohibition of slavery and involuntary
servitude which allows slavery to exist as punishment for criminals. This
amendment bans slavery and involuntary servitude indefinetly, with no exceptions.

In Utah, the total tax revenue collected for the Education Fund was
4.52 billion dollars as of 2018. This
amendment would provide the ability
to “expand the uses of money” from
these taxes and take into effect Utah
House Bill 357, titled Public Funding Stabilization, which will “stabilize
education funding in circumstances
in which revenues are insufficient to
fund the public education system.”
Voting “For”:
supports use of revenue from income
taxes and intangible property taxes to
support children and individuals with
a disability.
Voting “Against”: opposes use of
revenue from income taxes and intangible property taxes to support children and individuals with a disability.

For example, under this amendment
it would be clarified that, if someone
running for legislative office has not
been a resident in their district for six
months by the time they win their election, but would cross that milestone
before being sworn in, they would not
be eligible to hold office for that election cycle.
Voting “For”:
supports specifying that legislators
meet all necessary qualifications by
the time they are elected or appointed.
Voting “Against”: does not support
specifying that legislators meet qualifications by the time of their election
or appointment.

Voting “For”:
supports removal of slavery and involuntary service as punishment for
criminals.
Voting “Against”: does not support
removal of slavery and involuntary service as punishment for criminals.

Right to Hu
What would this amendment do?
This amendment establishes hunting and fishing as state constitutional
rights. This amendment declares that
the preferred method of controlling
Utah wildlife is by hunting and fishing.

d are now up for a general vote
Gender-Neutral
Constitutional
Language

Municipal
Water Resources

Legislative
Session
Start Date

What would this amendment do?

What would this amendment do?

What would this amendment do?

This amendment would replace gender-specific language in the Utah Constitution with gender neutral terminology.

This amendment would change how
municipalities are able to allocate their
water in the following ways:
• allow a municipality to define the
boundaries of their water servicing area as well as set the terms of
that service in that area;
• states that municipalities can supply water to people outside the
municipality’s boundary;
• states that municipalities can enter into a contract to supply water
outside the boundaries of their
water service area if there is a surplus of water; and
• allow a municipality to exchange
water sources and rights as long
as the exchange will equally serve
the people in the municipality.

This amendment would not change
the start date of the legislative session. It would, however, change how
the state legislature would pursue
changing the start date. It would also
exclude state holidays from counting
towards the number of days of the
Utah Legislature’s sessions.

For example: “all men” would be
changed to “all people.”
Voting “For”:
supports removing gender-specific
language in the Utah Constitution and
replacing it with gender neutral terms.
Voting “Against”: does not support
replacing gender-specific language
in the Utah Constitution with gender
neutral terms.

unt and Fish
Voting “For”:
supports establishing hunting and
fishing as constitutional rights.
Voting “Against”: opposes establishing hunting and fishing as constitutional rights.

Voting “For”:
supports specifying the circumstances under which a municipality may allocate, source, exchange and provide
water within and outside it’s boundaries.
Voting “Against”: does not support
specifying the circumstances under
which a municipality may allocate,
source, exchange and provide water
within and outside it’s boundaries.

If they wanted to change the legislative start date under the current
system, they would need to pass an
amendment to the constitution by a
two-thirds vote of the legislature. If
passed, the amendment would then
need state-wide voter approval.
Amendment F would alter this process, allowing the legislature to
change the session start date through
state statute, which does not require
voter approval.
Voting “For”:
supports specifying that legislators
meet all necessary qualifications by
the time they are elected or appointed.
Voting “Against”: does not support
specifying that legislators meet qualifications by the time of their election
or appointment.
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Utah House District 4
Mary DaSilva

Party: Democrat from Logan, Utah
Twitter Handle: @Maryforutahhd4
Campaign Website: dasilva4utah.com
Dasilva was born and raised in Cache Valley
and attended Utah State University. After
graduating from the Weber State College
Nursing Program, she became a registered
nurse.

Dan Johnson

Party: Republican from Logan, Utah
Twitter Handle: @djohnsonhouse4
Campaign Website: votedanjohnson.com
Johnson has been the District 4 representative
since Jan. 2019. He was previously the director of the Edith Bowen Laboratory School and
administrator in other school districts.

How well do you think Utah’s done in responding to COVID-19 and what do we need
to do in the future?
In the beginning I think that, luckily, we did quite
well. I think everyone really came together and
was very glad to stay home and to follow the
guidelines. But as time went on, people have gotten very, very fatigued with the issue. It impacted
so many people’s jobs. Small businesses have
been affected tremendously. And unfortunately,
it’s become a very political issue and it seems
like people are not really listening to what the
medical experts are saying. Our leaders are not
modeling the right behavior, either. They’re not
willing to make the hard decisions. This is a very
unusual outbreak. We have got to get it under
control. If we just keep doing these half measures
— a little bit here and a little bit there but not the
whole community — we’re gonna still be dealing
with this at Christmas time and next spring break.
Utah has done their best but this required a
national response. In the past, we’ve put lots of
money into the CDC and health departments and
we were ready for novel flu viruses. Unfortunately,
in the last few years, this administration did not
think that was worthwhile and they eliminated a
lot of that infrastructure. They cut money to the
CDC, they trashed the pandemic response plans
and they fired a lot of people in the CDC and other
organizations that were ready to respond. How

What plans do you have to address racial
justice and police reform issues?
That’s a very important issue. Unfortunately,
there has been a lot of bias in all segments of
society where people make a lot of judgments
in advance based on the way people look or the
way they speak. There’s a lot of fear of people
who look and sound different from yourself and,
unfortunately, the police tend to overreact sometimes. So, we absolutely have to address that with
training from day one and a lot of retraining of
our police departments.
We also need to have diversity in our police forces. They need to have very assertive recruitment
for people from all the communities. Every segment of our communities need to be represented
in the police, in the fire and the legislature, in the
local governments, everywhere. We need to be
more inclusive and more colorblind.
It’s pretty obvious that the laws are sometimes
applied differently to different groups of people,
like in the case of Breonna Taylor. I don’t think
the no-knock warrants, where they bust into the

How well do you think Utah has done
responding to COVID-19 and what do you
think we need to do in the future?
I will tell you that I think Utah is has been a
leader in the country, to be honest with you,
because we still have the lowest (sic: highest)
unemployment rate. We were able to work
in the legislature and maintain a balanced
budget. We were able to move ahead and
protect all of our citizens by not taxing our
way out of this problem. We did it by cutting
the budget. That doesn’t happen everywhere.
And so I think that that’s a great example of
what you need to do. And I think everyone,
families, everybody’s done it. They’ve had to
back up, rethink how they do things and then
move forward in a different way. And that’s
what our state has done and I think it’s been
remarkable, because we were able to maintain a 1.8% increase with all that happening
for education. We funded money into higher
education. And we developed some special
programs using money. And in the legislation
they’re providing for healthcare, those are
really important things. How do you protect
and care for people through help? And then
how do you protect and care for the kids?
It’s through getting educated. So those are
the only two things that received a bulk of
whatever money we had available for more

money, everything else that we had passed
in the 2020 legislative session from January
to March was put on hold. But those two
areas got additional money and were able to
have what they had before, plus some extra
funds. So, I think the state of Utah has done
great. When I look at it nationally, though, ...
Do you know what we found out? That we
were relying on all these foreign markets.
And guess what, we didn’t have supplies. We
didn’t have PPE, we didn’t have ventilators,
we had new stockpile of those sort of things,
and I think nationally everybody learned
a lesson. You cannot outsource all of the
prescriptions that people need for medication
when something like this happens, you’ve
got to be able to manufacture that stuff right
in your own country. And that’s why I think
bringing jobs back to America and creating
those supply chains and supply lines of vital
essentials. We’ve got to have those things
made right here in our state, right here in our
nation, and that people have access to them,
so that when something goes caput over in
England or Germany or China, where a lot
of these markets were, we were just doomed.
And so we had to start fast to create those
things and our government did a really really
good job of doing that. But I think that’s why
a lot of people sort of felt like the govern-

unprepared we were as a nation has been one of
the great tragedies of the 21st century.
I think Utahns have done well. Except that it’s
become politicized now. It’s going to be extraordinarily difficult now because there’s a lot of
people who just don’t believe authority.

wrong address and kill the people inside, would
have happened in a different zip code, in a
wealthier part of town.
People have responded tremendously to that.
There’s a lot of hurt feelings. The reason it has
brought out such a tremendous response is
because our communities of color say this is not
new. This is very painful for them because they
have lived for generations being prejudged and
not accepted. I think this is an extremely important issue and we definitely need to address it.
If you’re elected, how are you going to help
preserve natural spaces and lands and combat
climate change within Utah?
Preserving and protecting Utah’s public lands is
absolutely one of my goals. I will not agree to
any projects or proposals that will sell or privatize our public lands. There’s a lot of industries
and developers that would like to sell off our
public lands. They’re going to use the economy
as an excuse to sell our public lands saying “we
need the money.” The public lands, in addition to
being a very important resource for our economy
like tourism, is also a great reservoir for wildlife,
wilderness, clean air, and clean water that we
definitely need to preserve.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.

ment’s national response wasn’t really good.
Well, the reason was there was no stockpile.
That’s my opinion. I think that’s a big deal
going forward.
What plans do you have to address racial
justice and police reform issues that we
have seen in the recent past?
You know, to tell you the truth, I think there’s
three things. There’s three areas right now
that have come to the forefront for me, that
are at the front of my mind. And it really
deals with recruitment and retention.
When you look at COVID, and the issues
that have been caused, would you want to
go into teaching right now? I wonder. All
right. If, because of COVID and all these
issues confronting it, would you want to be
a healthcare worker? Here’s the third one,
with all the bashing that’s gone on nationally,
would you want to be in public safety, be a
police officer? You know, I would like people
to have good health. I want people to get
educated, and I want to be safe. It’s simple.
We better pay attention to this or we’re going
to have a mess.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.

Lauren Abell

Party: Democrat
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website: None listed

Casey Snider

Party: Republican from Paradise, Utah
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website: caseysnider.com
Snider has been the District 5 representative
since Jan. 2019. He operates a 300-acre Cache
Valley farm and has been the chair of the
Cache County Republican Party.

Utah is known for its soda shops. What is
your go-to drink?
Suddenly I’m feeling like I’m not a good
representative of Utah. I need to find a soda-shop, dont I? What’s the best one, tell me.
I’ve been to Swig before. I like their cookies, but I don’t actually drink soda.
I’ve heard that they are wonderful. That’ll
be my first stop after I pick my kid up today.
That’s where I’m going and I’ll have a good
answer for that.
How well do you think Utah has done in
responding to COVID-19 and what do we
need to do in the future?
I started off very proud of our response. I
thought we did a great job of getting it under
control and getting it under control very
quickly. We were doing a really good job
with contact tracing initially. Then, I think
a lot of politics got involved. We’ve struggled from the beginning with the federal
response; of course, everyone knows that.
Utah did a good job of stepping up initially, and then things started to deteriorate
when we reopened much too soon. We lost
a lot of the progress that we had made. I
think we have been extremely fortunate, in
that, we have a fairly small and fairly rural
population, which has served us well. In

Utah’s known for its soda shops. What’s
your go-to drink?
Well that’s a loaded question. I kind of like
the old Utah standby. I’ll be honest, apple
beer is a big favorite of mine. That non-alcoholic apple foam. I’d say apple beer is
probably my favorite soda. If I had to guess
the other one, I’ve never seen it on tap, but at
C-A-L Ranch, they used to sell a butter pecan
soda, which is sort of the most random soda
you’ve probably ever heard of. And it was
amazing. So, if I had to rank them, that’d be
one and two.
How well do you think Utah’s done in
responding to COVID-19 and what do we
need to do in the future?
I think we’ve done actually really well. I’m
not saying we’ve done perfect, but if you look
at where, as a state, we stack up against our
neighboring states and especially some other
states in this country in terms of unemployment, economic recovery, just general
confidence and things, all the key indicators,
which would tell you we’ve either done okay
or are getting better or worse, we’re near the
top, if not the top of the list. So, to me, in
terms of making the best of a worst situation
or of a bad situation, I’d say we’ve probably
done just about as good as anybody.

helping to control it, Cache Valley has done
an exceptional job of controlling things fairly
well. You know, I don’t even have to sit here
and give you a playbook on how these things
should be handled, because it’s out there.
There’s the National Governors Association
pandemic playbook, that’s a thing that
pre-exists, that predated COVID. There’s the
Obama-era playbook for the federal response,
there’s the DHS playbook, there’s all of these
response initiatives out there that tell us
exactly the kinds of things that we need to
do. So, from a logistical standpoint, from a
practical standpoint, from a ‘what do we do’
standpoint, all of those things are very well
laid out for us. The main thing that I would
suggest we could do better, again, from a
practical standpoint, is buttressing our supply
lines. We can’t stockpile tests, because we
don’t know what the next pandemic will be,
but we can stockpile supplies and we can
stockpile personal protective equipment. We
can work with our local manufacturers, we
have a number of manufacturers here in the
state that can switch supply lines and help us
up production of things that we need to be
getting handle on. More than that, all of that,
is in the practical sphere of things to do, but
the thing that will differentiate this from any
future pandemic, or could differentiate this

Now, in terms of what we could do better,
or really what we could do to prepare for
the next thing, ... Life is about risk and I
always think there needs to be balance and
reasonableness in all decisions. I think people
were pretty nervous, and understandably so,
when this thing first broke, and we used the
tools of government that we had to sort of
address those, but those tools are not a good
fit. We’ve basically taken a crescent wrench,
rather than having the right size of wrench to
this problem. So I think, going forward, we
need to look at ways to balance what we call
“state emergencies.” A state of emergency and
the powers directed to the executive branch,
the governor specifically, were designed for
things like fires and earthquakes. Sort of the
short term “hurry and get in there, solve the
problem and get people back to life” sort of
disasters. We’ve got now a state of emergency in this state that’s gone on for almost six
months, if not a hair longer. I just don’t think
the tools that have been used, that are available to our governor, were ever meant to do
that. I think we need to go back and look at
that. I’d like to see some questions regarding
civil liberties, individual freedoms and a balance against this collective good. I think we
all need to make responsible decisions and
hopefully take care of our neighbors. That’s

from any future pandemic, is the communication. We had an absolutely horrendous mishmash of communication narratives, of belief
systems, of politics, of all kinds of things that
got involved this time that should not have.
That should not have happened. And in the
absence of a federal voice, a strong hand to
guide collective response, Utah needs to have
a collective, uniform message that is responsive to changing conditions, but clearly lays
out a collective line of action and a collective
message for the state.
What plans do you have to address racial
justice and police reform issues?
I am a supporter of the Black Lives Matter
movement. I was devastated to hear about
the judgement and the ruling in the Breona
Taylor case yesterday. I don’t have a specific
plan in place at this time. It’s a little difficult
not being an actual member of legislation
at the moment to know what is currently in
the works, what’s being discussed, that kind
of thing. I would be very much in favor of
reviewing what I would call law enforcement
allowances.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.

the the moral imperative here.
I’ve got concerns even up at USU. I haven’t
seen the final report, so I’d be willing to
change my opinion if data made me do so
otherwise. They locked down students for
four days on on-campus buildings because
there was a spike in COVID numbers in some
of the sewer systems. I think that should
cause concern, just as a general notion of,
“What’s the process when you put people
under quarantine or house arrest? What’s
the general balance against individual choice
in freedom and public health?” I have some
concerns that decision was made in the first
place. I think going forward, there needs to
just be a very rigorous, clearly noted standard when we respond to what are definitely
emergencies. I’m not saying COVID is not
something we should take seriously because
I absolutely believe that it is and it was and
still is, but I think we need to make sure that
there’s good rigorous process, that we’re not
just trampling over some things that are fundamental to our system in hopes of solving
something before we have all of the good
data and all the correct answers.
The candidate’s answers exceeded the space
given. The full interview can be found online.
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Utah House District 5

David Damschen

Party: Republican
Twitter Handle:
@DamschenDavid
Campaign Website:
None listed

Utah is known for its soda shops. What is your goto drink?
Mostly Diet Dr. Pepper. However, each year between
February and May the Republican party in many Utah
counties has “Lincoln Day Dinner” fundraisers, as
well as county conventions. I try to attend as many of
these as possible, which often puts me (and my friend
Auditor Dougall, who often carpools with me) on the
road late into the night. So in preparation for this time
of year, I ensure that my car is stocked with sunflower
seeds (which I find are helpful towards staying alert
while driving) and zero calorie Monster. I’m careful not
to drink more than two Monsters a day, mind you! The
Auditor meanwhile drinks....water!
How well do you think Utah has done in responding to COVID-19 and what do we need to do in the
future?
I think we’ve struck a strong balance. No one-size-fits-

Also running
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Utah Treasurer
all approach will do, as the risks differ from place to
place. (Rural vs urban, in particular). As a Republican
I believe that the government that governs best is that
which is closest to the people, so as much as possible,
responsibility and control should be concentrated
locally. However, in the area of public health response,
coordination is needed, and I feel that going forward
we’d benefit from strengthening our public health
system and infrastructure, applying lessons learned
from this crisis, and ensure that our efforts are better
coordinated in future.
How has Utah handled the economic challenges
associated with the pandemic? What would you do
to help Utah financially recover?
We’ve done well because we were fiscally very sound
before this crisis occurred. We limit our use of debt to
fund public infrastructure, we keep a healthy rainy day

Richard Proctor

Joe Speciale

Party: Constitution
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website:
utahconstitutionparty.com/richard-proctor

Party: Libertarian
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website:
joespeciale.me

fund, and we have a low-tax, business friendly environment. Key to our recovery is careful allocation of debt
capital into essential public infrastructure that will support continued growth. Further, we need to focus more
heavily on education and career preparation, to ensure
that our rising generation is adequately prepared to
lead going forward. I will continue to strengthen the
state’s debt and investment management practices.
If you had to condense your platform into one
tweet, what would it be?
Honored to serve as Utah’s state treasurer, working
with my team to return over $140 million in lost
money to Utahns, strengthening Utah’s AAA bond
rating, prudently and profitably investing $18 billion
in public funds, and striving to reduce the burden Utah
taxpayers bear.

Utah Attorney General
Rudy Bautista

Greg Skordas

Sean Reyes

Party: Libertarian
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website: rudybautistalawyer.com

Party: Democrat
Twitter Handle: @SkordasGreg
Campaign Website: skordasforag.com

Party: Republican
Twitter Handle: @SeanReyesUT
Campaign Website: seanreyes.com

John Dougall

Also running

Party: Republican
Twitter Handle:
@FrugalDougall
Campaign Website:
None listed

Utah is known for its soda shops. What’s your go-to Earlier this year, the auditor’s office found that
drink?
some state universities, including USU, have manWater. But to celebrate, I like an ice-cold root beer float. datory fees that do not meet required standards.
How will you help ensure that tuition dollars are
How well do you think Utah has done in respondresponsibly used?
ing to COVID-19?
Thank you for recognizing the hard work of my team
Mixed. Utah was not as well prepared for this panas we continue to shine a light and hold government
demic as it should have been. Our schools should have accountability. I am working with Utah’s colleges and
been better prepared for remote learning. State and
universities to fixing this abusive practice. We are
local government responses have been excessive in
also diving in to better track where your money really
certain circumstances. Utahns and Utah businesses
goes within the university, helping you better deterhave generally adapted well to changing and uncertain mine how well is was spent. We have a group of USU
circumstances, helping “flatten the curve”, reducing
students working on part of this analysis their senior
the burden on our healthcare system while keeping
project. We are trying to empower you. Ultimately, you
much of the economy working.
are paying the bills and you must demand greater accountability -- of the faculty, of the administration, and
the support services.

If you had to condense your platform into one
tweet, what would it be?
#ConstitutionalWatchdog #accountability #transparency #GoodGovernment

Jeff Ostler

Brian L. Fabbi

Party: Constitution
Twitter Handle: None listed
Campaign Website:
jeffostlerutahstateauditor.com

Party: United Utah
Twitter Handle: @BFabbi
Campaign Website:
fabbiforutah.com
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“Peterson” FROM PAGE 4
was denial that it was a problem. The federal government
pretended that it was just going to go away. And of course,
it hasn’t. Now the virus has now killed nearly two hundred
thousand people. That’s more Americans than died in
WWI and more Americans that have died in every combat
operation since WWII, including the Korean War, the Vietnamese War and all the Middle Eastern wars combined.
It’s not the most dangerous virus we’ve ever seen, but it
is a dangerous virus for many people. It’s not just whether or not people die. It’s also is leaving many people with
long term scarring in their lungs and heart damage. And
that that may go on forever. It may change people’s lives
even if they survive for the rest of their life. So, it’s very
important that we do everything that we reasonably can
to get the virus under control.
How will you represent Utah college students?
So first off I would like to say, that I’m a university professor,
I teach law school and I’ve dedicated my life, most of my life,
to try and be a mentor and a good teacher, and to try to help
launch young law students on their careers as attorneys. I’m
really proud of my track record on that. I want your listeners
to know at Utah State, that I care about their university
and their future, and that I want to support public higher
education as well as k-12 education with the resources that
you need to succeed. Some of the things I want to focus on
are decreasing tuition and costs to make sure that our young
students aren’t going too far into student loan debt. I also am
particularly concerned not just about public school, there are

“Whitney” FROM PAGE 4
lots of private-for-profit schools. I’m not talking about private
schools like Brigham young or Westminster, I’m worried
about for profit schools that have extremely high tuition. I
believe we need to have some more consumer safeguards
and consumer protection for folks that go into those kind
of schools, to make sure they are getting a good deal and
they’re not getting low quality education that doesn’t provide
them with satisfactory credentials and that saddles them
with years of student loan debt. Another thing I would like to
mention, specifically with Utah State, Utah State has a long
history as our states agricultural school I think is something
to be really proud of. And I really believe in family farms and
ranches, they are an important part of our state. I’m a guy
that wants to fight for the little guy and gal. So, if I’m elected,
I’m going to try and pursue a Future Farmer’s Success act.
That would create student loan forgiveness for people that
go to school, get a degree, then go take those skills back
to a family farm or ranch. Just like right now the federal
government has a program that forgives student loans for
people who get public service jobs, like teaching firefighting,
some attorney jobs. Some public defenders or prosecutors
can get that student loan debt forgiveness too. You know the
people who are growing our food. They are working every
day to raise cattle or to grow our crops and they’re doing a
real public service too; I want to make sure they have the
same kind of student loan debt forgiveness that other public
servants have. I think we can really pull it off, and that can
be done across party lines, we can get bipartisan support for
that. That’s something I would like to lead on.

we haven’t even gone through the first wave of this and
being in Utah, we’re kind of slower to get hit by this,
but now it’s starting to spread even more, especially in
places that were against wearing masks and against social
distancing. I mean, even on the first warnings we were
told to social distance and wear masks. Even the very next
night when we were asked to do that, you had people in
huge meetings at the airport just standing there altogether,
waiting for their loved ones to come home and ignoring
any of those warnings. So now we are where we’re at now
and we still haven’t gotten through the first wave, and the
second wave’s about to commence.
How will you represent Utah college students?
Oh, college population. Well I am huge on education,
that’s a big thing for me. And it can be worked and done,
if we’re not giving away all the taxes and subsidies to big
businesses, I’m sure we can find a way to cut down the
costs of college. We need to cut that down. Not only that,
but feeding into college, there needs to be more preparatory coursework through the high school system. We need
to institute that all the way down to pre-k so that we can
finance that and reeducate, well not reeducate, but kind
of like reimagine the education system so it’s a feeder into
college. I also want to add in different tracks like technical schools and trade schools, so there’s high schools that
concentrate on trade schools and technical. So, schools
that actually feed into the various areas in society of the
jobs that we need to fill.

DARREN PARRY
1st Native American
Congressional Candidate
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supposed to protect our rights and our liberties. Not restrict
our rights and our liberties. Government is supposed to, if it
was a proper government, find the solution that would enable everyone to still function in their business, still function
in their daily lives, but not shut them down. I’ve mentioned
that we need to isolate the people who are ill. You can quarantine them for two weeks or put them in hospitals. But
, you can’t quarantine healthy people. That’s not medically
indicated and that’s not good public health policy. That is
wrong, its unconstitutional. The problem is, its an easy fix;
tell the people they are individually responsible for their
own lives, that it’s a matter of choice.
How will you represent Utah college students?
Well, I would like to see more junior colleges, more JC’s
represented in the state. Right now, we only have Snow
College, down in Ephraim, as a junior college. There was
one, it used to be called Trade-Tech in Provo, and then it
became Utah Community College and then it became UVU,
Utah Valley University. Which is actually the largest staterun university in the state right now. I think there is like, I
don’t know, if you count all of the part-time students there
may be as many as 50 or 60,000 students attending UVU,
at one time or another. But we need more junior colleges. I
would like to see one up in Tremonton, maybe following
the Trade-Tech kind of model, using it as a trade school as
well as a junior college. I would like to see one in Parowan
or changing the CEU campus in Blanding to a full junior
college of its own. There’s a lot of opportunities.
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has had no impact; masks have had no impact, social
distancing has had no impact, and lock downs have had
no impact. I think we have overestimated our power to
control this virus and because of that we’ve been running
around, pointing fingers wrongly instead of just focusing
on learning better ways to treat people who are infected.
The government could [be] spreading that information
around: what they’re doing, how they’re doing it, and
[disseminating it] so we do a better job of treating the
people who can get it instead of focusing on stopping it,
which no one has been able to do.
How will you represent Utah college students?
Here’s the thing: college students are getting screwed by
the federal government in both ways. First what we’ve
seen is when the federal government has been shoveling
money into these schools, what happens is that tuition
and fees have skyrocketed. All the people your age are
coming out with horrible debt. Why are they doing it? Because they know that when you show up on campus and
you’re like, “I can’t afford the tuition”, the government
will sign a loan for you. They’ll guarantee [it] -- you just
have to pay [the loan] off. If universities were forced to
create a product that students could afford, there would
be products that students could afford without loans. If
you take solar panels and say, [for example] the government will give you $2500 per solar panel on your roof,
well guess what? The price goes up by $2500 dollars and
they assume you’re taking out a loan. So, what has hap-

pened is the federal government is borrowing and giving
you large debts in college that your generation has to pay
off in the future and this is creating a horrible structure
for you. Your taxes have to be high to pay off the debt
the government’s taking, and your personal expenses are
hurt because they’ve been subsidizing college education.
Where else can you have a system where once you reach a
certain path in life, like in the university, you can never be
fired regardless of what you say or what you do? If I show
up one day and start killing people at my job, guess what?
I’m going to get sued out of my business, and I deserved
to be sued out of my business. But if you’re a university
professor and you stop teaching well and you stop performing well, the professor can just say, “I’m not interested; you can’t fire me; you can go to hell”. This is wrong.
It’s why I would stop giving support to the universities.
Then, they would be forced to compete for you. Your
tuition would be cheaper, and you would come out with
less loans, and guess what? There would be more people
that actually get degrees that actually pay something and
not these crazy degrees that are out there that don’t serve
any useful purpose. I really feel bad for people who don’t
have any concept of what happens after [college] because
they go and get these degrees and they’re like, “Oh, I can’t
do anything with it.” So, the biggest thing I’d like to do
with these universities is privatize them because all they
are [doing] is loading you up with debt. If they had to
compete for your business, it would be cheaper.
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